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1. CALL TO ORDER – Latanya Gater 
 

Latanya Gater called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
 

By   Leslie Windless 
Present  Latanya Gater, Leslie Windless, Sadie Ziembowicz, Heather Nicholson 

Bester, Councilman Dave Abdullah, Treasurer Lisa Hicks-Clayton, Mo 
Baydoun, Dewyna Bazzi 

Absent Gary Barkoff  
 

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

Motion by Windless Seconded by Ziembowicz to accept the agenda as submitted. Motion carried.  
 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Motion by Windless Seconded by Ziembowicz to approve the minutes as submitted. Motion carried. 
  

5. OLD BUSINESS  
a. Rainbow Garden Event: The event will be this Saturday at 10a at City Hall. We will be 

planting a rainbow garden in support of the LGBTQI+ community. Commissioner 
Windless has purchased the flower bed, spray paint, flowers, flag, etc. for the event. She 
informed the commission that Mayor Bazzi will not be present due his commitment to 
attend Crestwood’s graduation, but Mariana will be present. Commissioner Ziembowicz 
agreed to decorate the flower bed. We are open to any other ideas for supporting PRIDE 
month.  
 

6. NEW BUSINESS  
a. Review of the diversity calendar for the year:  

- Commissioner Ziembowicz suggested that we break into groups for different 
months to have everyone work on events versus just the planning committee.  

- Commissioner Abdullah stated we should continue to work in groups because it 
is impossible for one person to do an event. He suggested we have a lead for 
each event and plan for each event 60-90 days out.  
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- Commissioner Hicks-Clayton suggested that we focus on picking 3-4 signature 
projects for the year.  

- Commissioner Windless suggested that we do 2-3 big events like the Juneteenth 
events but that we continue to pick 2 or 3 things each month to bring awareness 
to on social media. She suggested that we not limit ourselves on awareness 
initiatives or small events like the rainbow garden or autism baskets that do not 
take that much time or effort to do.  

- Commissioner Baydoun wants us to stay away from doing events every month to 
prevent burnout. He is in support of Juneteenth being one of our signature 
events.  

- Commissioner Abdullah spoke again to support the idea of signature events but 
not an event every month.  

- Commissioner Bazzi supports having 1 or 2 signature events that are annual. 
- Commissioner Baydoun suggested that the women’s leadership awards be one of 

the signature events. He also mentioned doing something for Ramadan or a 
multicultural event each year.  

- Commissioner Ziembowicz suggested that we all take time to think about what 
our signatures events will be and that we not vote on it today. All were in favor 
of this.  

- Commissioner Abdullah suggested that we do awards each month for different 
diverse cultures like we did for March for women leaders. Commissioner 
Ziembowicz felt that doing awards every month could come off as cheesy or 
redundant. Commissioner Baydoun agreed with Commissioner Ziembowicz that 
it would seem redundant, but he also agreed with Commissioner Abdullah that 
this could be a great way to market the commission. Commissioner Hicks-
Clayton supports doing the awards every month to expose people to different 
populations and to bring awareness to the commission.  

- Commissioner Windless reminded everyone that the commission agreed to pick 
initiatives a month in advance due to quorum issues and ensuring that we are still 
able to put out awareness information regardless of the quorum in July.  

- Commissioner Gater suggested that we do the Anniversary of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act for July. Commissioner Windless and Abdullah supported 
this. Commissioner Ziembowicz suggested that we screen the documentary 
“Crip Camp”. All were in support of this idea. Commissioner Nicholson-Bester 
brought up concerns that part of the movie is not children friendly. 
Commissioner Windless brought up the rating on the screen share which was 
rated R. Commissioner Ziembowicz made a motion to approve doing a movie 
screening for July to bring awareness to ADA and Commissioner Baydoun 
supported the motion. There was lots of conversation surrounding the rating and 
possibly doing a different film. The end decision was to be transparent about the 
rating of the movie and allow parents to decide on whether to bring their 
children. The motion was unanimously approved. The commission also decided 
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to have the planning committee work on the details of the screening. 
Commissioner Hicks Clayton offered to donate water and chips.  

b. Soul food Sunday’s fundraiser: we do have a budget but have a big event around the 
corner for Juneteenth. Commissioner Windless and Gater will be cooking and selling 
soul food dinners (fried chicken, candied yams, macaroni and cheese, dinner roll, and 
salad) for $15. They are donating all the food for the events (June 6th and 13th). 
Community member Nate Cann volunteered to deliver dinners for free. We have about 
27 orders already placed for this event but not everyone has paid.  

- Commissioner Baydoun asked if the Commission has a bank account and 
Commissioner Gater explained that we are waiting for clarification from the City 
on fundraising for commission. She noted that Commissioner Hicks-Clayton 
stated at the last planning meeting that there was a policy but has yet to email the 
commission a copy of the policy.  

- Commissioner Baydoun asked if the chicken for the event would be Halal and 
Commissioner Gater responded that it is not but she would like more 
information for future events. Commissioner Baydoun stated that he would be 
donating $100 to the commission and suggested that we get donation from local 
restaurants for the food. Commissioner Baydoun stated that he would find a 
restaurant to donate halal chicken, rice, and salad for the June 13th event.   

- Commissioner Hicks-Clayton walked through the process for submitting 
fundraising dollars to the Treasurers Office and said the funds will be submitted 
to a City bank account. She stated that this was mandated by the city charter.  

- Commissioner Ziembowicz suggested that we ensure any new menu options that 
Commissioner Baydoun is having donated is advertised in a timely manner.  

- Commissioner Windless stated that she is concerned that we have been 
fundraising and taking donations for everything we have done but now there are 
new fundraising procedures being introduced. She is also concerned that there is 
a difference in what Commissioner Hicks-Clayton is presenting versus what was 
told to the Commission by the late Mayor Paletko, Council chair Malinowski-
Maxwell when she served as interim Mayor, and the current Mayor Bill Bazzi. 
She asked for this information/policy to be communicated in a professional 
manner in writing from the City Treasurer to Commissioner Gater as the 
chairperson of the commission. She stated that she felt it was unprofessional and 
not productive for this information to be brought to these meetings versus 
offered as training for the commissioners. She also asked that the Mayor be 
copied on the email so that he can be aware of the procedure since it appears to 
be a disconnect there as well.  

- Commissioner Hicks-Clayton stated that she could not speak to what happened 
prior to her time as Treasurer. Commissioner Windless stated that we did not 
start fundraising or accepting donations until 2021 and that herself and 
Commissioner Gater have announced these initiatives on social media and 
several City Council meetings. Commissioner Hicks-Clayton stated that she was 
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not aware of the fundraising or donations but would send a letter on letterhead 
to Commissioner Gater informing her of the need to change the any fundraising 
practices. Commissioner Gater stated that we all want to follow guidelines, but it 
helps if we have all the tools to be successful. Commissioner Baydoun stated that 
we should be dotting our I’s and crossing our T’s by having everything in writing 
from the Treasurers office.  

c. Updates on the Hate Has No Home Campaign: the spreadsheet is up to date which is in 
the G Drive. Commissioner Windless will be bringing them to the Juneteenth event to 
sell and we will need someone to volunteer to sell them there. Commissioner Bazzi 
agreed to purchase 17 lawn signs to help sell out the first batch of signs! There are also 
10 signs on hold for Commissioner Baydoun.  

d. Updates on the Juneteenth celebration: the planning team has been working to finish 
planning this event. Director Constant is donating chairs and a podium to the event. 
There is $350 in the GoFundMe accounts so far. We have various black owned 
businesses that will be spotlighted including food trucks. Commissioner Hicks-Clayton is 
donating books. WW-NAACP President will be a guest speaker at the event.   

e.    Diversity Rally: We are possibly going to partner with HYPE Athletics to help with their         
diversity event. Commissioner Gater will reach out to Ali and update everyone at the next 
meeting.  
f.    Other business: Commissioner Abdullah suggested that Commissioner Gater attend City 
Council meetings and speak during the public comment section of the agenda to provide the 
community with updates from the commission. Commissioner Gater clarified for the record 
that she and Commissioner Windless have been doing this for major events and fundraisers. 

 
7. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Meghan Jennifer Peregord 
• Wants to do a small forum with the Dearborn Heights Police department, dispatchers, 

and 20-25 community members. We would like to do a series of small group sessions that 
could turn into large group discussions. Chief Meyers is on board with doing the forum.  

- Commissioner Abdullah stated he would be in support this initiative.  
- Commissioner Windless stated she would like to help with the planning and 

execution of this initiative.  
- Commissioner Hicks-Clayton stated that she has taken implicit bias 4 times and 

would like to offer it to her employees. She stated she has brought it up with HR 
for doing it city wide.  

- Commissioner Nicholson-Bester stated that she would like to be a part of the 
conversation. She would like us to work to do more widespread initiatives like 
this.  

- Commissioner Bazzi stated that she believes this work is truly necessary. In her 
professional role she sees cases about racism and some from the Dearborn 
Heights Police Department. She would want to be briefed on how the training 
session went prior to us doing the event.  
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• Searching for community members that are open minded so that the police officers do 
not feel attacked since they are also volunteering their time. From brief personal 
experience, we seen resistance in the first training where we were the experts so now, we 
approach it as a discussion. We heard from the police officers from their perspective.   

 
 

 
8. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Next meeting will be July 1, 2021 at 7 PM. Meeting adjourned at 8:42 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted,  
 

 
Leslie Windless, Secretary  
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